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PITTERMANN PLANNING U.S. VISIT 
Austrian Vice Chancellor Bruno Pittermannis scheduled 

to arrive here on February 7 for an official visit to the U.S. 

Dr. Pittermann will visit Washington, Chicago, the Tennessee 
valley and will then return to New York a few days before 

a his departure on February 21. 

THE ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 

In an editorial entitled ‘‘The Austrian Economy at the 

Turn of the Year,’’ the monthly report of the Austrian Insti- 

tute for Economic Research gives a review of the more recent 

economic developments and a preview for 1959. The report 

J, indicates that from a long range point of view Austria’s 

economy should continue to advance. 

This belief is strengthened by the fact that the weak- 

* ening effects of the first half of 1958, generally ascribed to 
export losses and overstocking, have as a whole been ex- 
hausted. In more recent months, a revitalization of exports 
was noticed, even though its development varied according 
to economic branches. With the decrease of the weakening 
influences, a new impetus in business has come to the fore. 
This is especially noticeable in the domestic demand for 
consumer goods and investment possibilities. Private con- 
sumers spent about 2% more in each quarter year since the 
beginning of 1958. 

Investment activities were lively. Real gross invest- 
ments during the second quarter of 1958 were 4.7% higher 
than during the corresponding period of 1957, and in the third 

“» quarter even 11%. Only a third of the expansion of the invest- 

ment volume can be traced to increased public works, 


Economic stability, the report said, is aided also by 
increasing fluidity of the credit system. The volume of 
money in circulation was 11% higher last October than a year 
before. Credit institutions had net accounts of 2.8 billion 
Schillings (26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) at the end of 
last November; that was 1.6 billion schillings more than a 
year earlier. The fluidity in domestic and foreign credit 
markets facilitated the use of foreign capital. 

During the first nine months of 1958, the Austrian 
economy had at its disposal short and long term foreign 
capital totaling 6.5 billion schillings, or 1.9 billion schil- 
lings more than during the corresponding period of 1957. A 
final report for 1958 probably will show even higher figures. 
Although the money market is very fluid and more capital is 
available, interest cost for short and long term loans re- 
mained unchanged. 












































RAAB VIEWS FAILURE OF FREE TRADE AREA TALKS, 
STRESSES NEED FOR INVESTMENTS 

In a recent radio talk, Austrian Chancellor Julius Raab 
discussed the situation created by the failure of the Paris 
negotiations on a European Free Trade Area. 

The Chancellor said: ‘‘Unfortunately, Austria cannot 
discount the fact that its foreign trade will be subject to 
certain losses until it has become possible to establish 
either a Free Trade Area or some substitute organization. 
We can soften the repercussions of this development upon 
the employment situation in Austria only by stepping up in- 
vestments. Full employment and a stable currency remain the 
mainstays of our standard of living. Our small country has 
made honest and untiring efforts to contribute to areasonable 
development of the European economy. In all relevant dis- 
cussions, the Austrian delegates have time and again pointed 
out the necessity of finding an all-European plan. Unfortu- 
nately, these efforts have been fruitless. It is disquieting 
not to know when it will be possible to reconcile the con- 
flicting interests of the European nations and to arrive at a 
common denominator. So long as this goal has not been 
reached, however, we must tread carefully. For the coming 
year, I see the main task of the (Austrian) government in 
defending the stability of the schilling.’’ 


AUSTRIAN SCHILLING ADVANCES SLIGHTLY 

As of Dec. 30, 1958, the Austrian National Bank has 
changed the long-standing parity of the schilling to the U.S. 
dollar from $1 — 26 schillings to $1 — 25.92 schillings. The 
change means no more than a slight advance in the value of 
the schilling in order to make it conform more to current 
values. 

The fact that the gold reserves of the Austrian National 
Bank increased by another 131 million schillings illustrates 
this trend. According to the latest weekly report, it just 
reached the five billion schilling mark (5,007,300,000). The 
health of the schilling is not impaired by the new situation 
created by the convertibility of 10 West European currencies. 
More than ever, the Austrian currency is among the hardest 
in Europe. 
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AUSTRIAN LABOR FOR ECONOMIC INTEGRATION 

The Executive Board of the Austrian Federation of 
Trade Unions declared in a New Year’s message that the 
Federation considered economic integration an urgent neces- 
sity to guarantee Europe’s progress and that it was ready to 
assist in all efforts toward this goal. The board called for 
the maintenance of economic stability, cooperation of labor 
and management, effective steps to counteract partial un- 
employment during the winter months and special measures to 
aid certain sectors of the economy and certain areas in 
Austria which have not yet fully caught up with the industrial 
development of the post-war period. 


WAGES, SALARIES UP 8%; G.N.P. UP 5.5% 

Austria’s Central Statistical Office and the Austrian 
Institute for Economic Research recently published a joint 
report, ‘‘Austria’s National Income in 1957.’’ 

The figures show that the Austrian economy in 1957 
achieved a gross national product of 121.8 billion schillings. 
Nominally, this was 10.1% more than in 1956. In real value, 
the increase amounted to 5.5%. The various branches of the 
economy expanded fairly evenly, generally 4 to 6%. 

Of the 1957 gross national product, merchandise and 
services worth 32.8 billion schillings were exported to foreign 
countries. Thus about 89 billion schillings’ worth of domestic 
merchandise and services was used at home. To this must 
be added imports amounting to 32.2 billion schillings. This 
means that for consumption and investments, Austria had at 
its disposal a merchandise and service volume of 121.2 
billion schillings. Of this total, 27 billion schillings or 
22.3% were invested, 75.5 billion schillings or 62.3% went 
into private consumption, and 17.2 billion schillings or 14.2% 
went into public consumption. Of the three participants in 
the gross national product, public consumption rose most, 
namely by 19% nominal or 7% real. 

The national income amounted to 98.5 billion schillings 
in 1957. Hardly any change took place in the division between 
incomes of the employed and self-employed. Wages and 
salaries rose by 10%. The increase is due to higher employ- 
ment, which accounted for 2% of the rise, and to a boost in 
average wages and salaries which accounted for the other 
8%. Incomes of self-employed persons were 8% higher than 
in 1956, and undivided profits were 11% higher. 

Private consumption rose by 5.! billion schillings or 7% 
over 1956. Since consumers’ prices increased by almost 4%, 
the real gain amounted to 3%. More money was spent es- 
pecially for domestic goods and services such as home 
furnishings, home repairs, food and transportation. 

As pointed out elsewhere in this issue, gross investments, 
amounting to 27 billion schillings in 1957, were 11% higher 
(7% real) than in 1956. Construction and machine investments 
gained considerably, yet more investment goods in machinery 
were imported. 

Federal expenditures were treated in a separate chapter 
of the joint report; it showed that 31% of the expenditures 
went to active civil servants and toward the cost of educa 
tion and culture, 21% was used for defense and 19% for 
national security and justice. Of the gross investments, 75% 


went to construction of apartments and homes and 12% ta 
education and culture. Investment aid favored residential 
construction (62%), agriculture and forestry (9%), and indus 
try, commerce and public services (25%). 


OEEC PRAISES AUSTRIA'S ECONOMIC POLICY 

The economic development in Austria during the 18 
months ending December 31, 1958, was considered as very } 
healthy in a special report issued recently by the Organi- 
zation for European Economic Cooperation (OEEC). The 
report points out in particular that the Austrian economy has , 
developed most favorably since 1953, that inflationary pres- 
sure was avoided and that the payment balance could be kept 
level. A reduction in exports caused a certain amount of 
under-employment of existing labor resources, but the report 
said, Austrian authorities hope that the expansion of domes 
tic investment, including public investment during 1958, will 
suffice to balance the export reduction. Expansion of invest- 
ment activity became possible by a further strengthening of 
the capital market. This gave private industry the opportunity 
to issue more stock and long-term bonds. The report com 
cluded that progress in the Austrian economy was aided by a 
progressively more liberal foreign trade policy. 


A PERMANENT OPEN-AIR ART SHOW IN VIENNA » 


« 





An exhibition at Vienna’s Stadtpark (city gardens): 
Bears by Eduard Robitschek. 
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POWER EXPANSION 

The Austrian power plant expansion program for 1959 
through 1963 embraces 3,735,000,000 kilowatt hours and the 
investment in new construction 7,7 billion schillings. 

The following table gives a breakdown of the scheduled 
expansion: 


Annual Capacity Estimated Cost 
in one million in one million 
kilowatt hours schillings *) 


steam-driven power plants: 





Korneuburg (50%) 300 210 
Zeltweg 520 560 
Water-driven power plants: 
Losenstein (Enns) 172 298 
Schaerding (Inn) 272 450 **) 
Edling (Drau) 360 668 
Aschach (Danube) 1,539 3,000 
St. Pantaleon (Enns) 259 540 
Dorfertal-Huben (Kaiser-Bach) 313 1,200 
Relay stations and power lines 82 
Total capacity 3,735 
Estimated cost 1,746 


*) 26 schillings equal one dollar 
**) Austrian share of joint project with W. Germany 

Korneuburg is already under construction, and prepara 
tions for Zeltweg are well under way. Blueprints for Losen- 
stein, Schaerding and Aschach have been prepared. Prepara- 
tions for the remaining plants will be started soon. With the 
exception of the Aschach and Dorfertal-Huben plants whose 
éipansion Will fiot be finished until 1963, all thé plants 
should be ready for operation by 1962. 

The cost for the entire program is to be met according 
to the following table: 





(Schillings) 

ee ee ee ae 1,250 ,000,000 
I ha a eas oe eee hie & 6 Oe oe 3,260 ,000 ,000 
Domestic capital market ........... 2,250,000 ,000 
DEP sceee seer sev enee een 1,000 ,000,000 

- Various receipts, smaller credits, etc. . . 230,000,000 
‘7,990 ,000,000 


Of this total, 680 million schillings will be used to 
cover the cost of the current expansion program and 
1,963,000,000 for wiping out certain loans. For the new 
program, 5.3 billion schillings remain. The difference between 
this figure and the above-mentioned 7.7 billion schillings 
will be covered by foreign credits as follows: Austrian parti- 
cipation in Bavarian credit for Schaerding — 50 million West 
German marks for the Danube power plant Jochenstein Corp. 
which in turn repays a credit of the same amount to the power 
syndicate; partner credits for Dorfertal-Huben; World Bank 
credit of $25 million for Aschach; participation of the power 
Syndicate in a loan floated in New York by the Austrian 
government — $12 million. 

Finally, a consortium of German banks will make avail- 
able late in January or early February a loan of 100 million 
West German marks (interest 6%, rate at issue, 99, terms 25 
to 30 years). The emission will carry an advance of 50 
million marks. A special agreement provides for delivery of 
300 million kilowatts of electric current to Wurttemberg- Baden. 


IAEA STARTS URANIUM DISTRIBUTION 

The International Atomic Energy Agency announced at 
its headquarters in Vienna recently that early in 1959 it 
intends to start its function as an international distribution 
center of fissionable material fot peaceful purposes. Its 
requests to the world powers to deliver natural uranium for 
the supply of countries in need of such allocations, so far 
have been honored by the U.S., Belgium and Canada. 


RHINE SHIPS BUILT ON THE DANUBE 

The Linz shipyards completed a large construction pro 
ject last summer consisting of 11 motor freighters for the 
Rhine. Following completion of this job, six of the Linz 
Danube Yard’s ships now ply the Rhine under the Swiss 
flag and five under the Austrian flag. 

Another construction job for 1957 and 1958 involved 


seven 1,000-ton freight barges ordered by a French prin- 
cipal. 


THE PORT OF VIENNA GAINS IN IMPORTANCE 

During the first nine months of 1958, the Danube water 
way carried 3,670,652 tons of goods, or 1.4%1less than during 
the corresponding period of 1957. The movement of goods de- 
creased 6.7% during the first quarter of 1958 and 10% in the 
second; it gained by 13.6% during the third quarter, how- 
ever. 

Of the main products shipped on the Danube waterway 
— coal and coke, iron ore, crude iron, petroleum products 


‘and grain, which together account for 68% of total’ tonnage — 


only petroleum products showed a gain while all other goods 
declined in volume. 

In intemational traffic, a decrease from 2,631,000 tons 
to 2,455,801 tons during the first nine months of 1958 was 
noted. Similarly, a decrease in transit tonnage from 424,248 
tons to 384,057 tons took place. In domestic traffic alone 
an increase from 666,700 tons to 830,794 could be reported. 
While merchandise tonnage processed in the port in Linz 
went down from 1,939,994 tons to 1,779,050 tons during the 
first nine months of 1938, and while the participation of this 
port in total tonnage decreased from 52.1% to 48.5%, the port 
of Vienna showed an increase from 1,357,643 tons to 1,557,655 
tons. Its participation in total tonnage went up from 36.4% 
to 42.4%. 


SEAGOING VESSEL BUILT OF AUSTRIAN LD-STEEL 
LAUNCHED IN WEST GERMANY 

A seagoing vessel made from Austrian L D-steel was 
launched last December 15, in Flensburg, West Germany. The 
ship, which can carry 14,000 tons of goods, was constructed 
entirely from LD-converter (basic-oxygen) steel produced by 
the United Austrian Steel Corp. (VOeEST), Linz. 


AUSTRIAN SHIPYARD SETS 1957-1958 RECORD 

During 1958, the Austrian Danube Shipyard in Linz 
completed the construction of 11 motor freighters for the 
transport of goods on the River Rhine. During the 1957-1958 
period, it also delivered seven 1,000-ton freight barges. to 
the French Danube Navigation Company. 
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PRICE LEVELS STABLE 

The report of the Austrian Institute for Economic Re- 
search for 1958 states that the trend toward higher prices, 
which accompanied the economic boom of the past few years, 
stopped with the leveling off of the economy as a whole. In 
the middle of last November, the wholesale price index was 
.5% lower and the cost of living index only .5% higher than 
in November, 1957. 

As for 1959, the Institute points at the margin available 
for economic growth and suggests that Austria’s expansionist 
economic policies apparently are based on the belief that, 
for the time being, no great revitalization would take place 
in the world economy as a whole. 

As long as the world economy remains weak, the report 
said, it seems justified that during 1959, as during last year, 
the domestic economy be aided by active economic policy 
measures, especially by a budgetary deficit. 

However, it added, economic policies must be flexible 
and subject to change in case international economic mea- 
sures threaten to exaggerate any measures taken to aid the 
domestic market. Such flexibility was not easy to secure, 
the Institute said, because the Austrian budget included 
certain unchangeable expenditures and because the high 
fluidity of the credit apparatus grants far-reaching indepen- 
dence to credit institutions. 


GIGANTIC STEAM BOILER BUILT IN AUSTRIA 

The largest steam boiler-ever built in Austria will be 
constructed by an Austrian engineering firm for the thermal 
power station in Zeltweg, Styria. It will have an hourly out- 
put of 420 tons of steam at a pressure of 205 atmospheres and 
a temperature of 530 degrees centigrade. 


VOeEST PUTS NEW COKE FURNACE BATTERY 
IN OPERATION 

A new coke producing fumace was recently fired in 
the plant of the United Austrian Steel Corp. (VOeEST); like 
other eight such fumaces, the new one has 40 chambers. 
With this ninth coke fumace in operation, VOeEST has one 
of the largest coke batteries on the European continent. 
It will now be able to work 250,000 tons of coal each month. 
Its coke production serves the blast fumaces in Linz and 
Donawitz. 


AUSTRIA’S SICKLES AND SCYTHES BECOME OBSOLETE 

Mechanization and motorization of agriculture all over 
the world has brought about a reduction in Austria’s produc- 
tion of sickles and scythes to a third of prewar manufacture. 
During the first half of 1958, only 425 tons were produced 
as against 540 tons during the corresponding period of 1957. 
In the first postwar years, production was much higher. Large 
amounts of sickles and scythes were exported to the East 
European countries. But this is no longer the case. Exports 
during the first half of 1958 were higher than production; 
they amounted to 570 tons. They were satisfied from existing 
stocks. 


January 17, 1959 


STEEL WORK INSTALLATIONS FOR JAPAN 

The development of LD (blowerconverter) steel by th 
Alpine Montan Corp. and United Austrian Steel (VOeES}, 
has opened new export possibilities for the Austrian steq 
industry. Thus the Waagner-Biro Com. has delivered to the 
Japanese steel works Kukioka (Yawata Iron & Steel Com) 


two units of its gass cooling and cleaning installation * 
converters. The Yawata company has already ordered tw %. 


identical installations for its Tobata works. Constructig 
is to start in January. Further oders have been received. 


AUSTRIAN PAINT EXPORTS UP 

A striking upward trend in the export of Austrian paints 
was noted during the first half of 1958. Compared with last 
year’s figures during the same period, paint exports have 
tripled in value and quadmpled in volume. Exports for the 
six-month period increased to 757 tons worth 15,2 millim 
schillings (26 schillings equal one dollar), as compared wit 
196 tons worth 5,3 million schillings during the corresponé 
ing period of 1957. The list of purchasing countries was 
headed hy the Soviet Union, followed by Yugoslavia and 
Czechoslovaki a. 


FIBER EXPORT UP 

The Lenzing, Upper Austria, Fiber Wool Corp. increased 
its exports receipts in the current business year hy about 
100 million schillings (close to four million dollars). 

The firm’s spokesman told a press conference that the 
largest single factor in the increase resulted from the trip 
ling of fiber wool exports to the United States, which ordered 
about 9,000 tons during the year. This success gained the 
Fiber Wool-Lenzing Corp. second place among fiber woo 
exporters to the United States. During the coming year, the 
spokesman said, a further increase of U.S. orders can be 
expected; the .total should be about 12,000 tons. Business 
with other countries also was satisfactory: the Federal Re 
public of Germany bought more than 5,000 tons of fiber wool 
from Lenzing; 3,700 tons were exported to the Union of South 
Africa and 3,300 tons to Mainland, China. The Eastem states 
took altogether 2,300 tons. In 1959, Poland alone is expected 
to purchase 2,000 tons. The reduction in overhead whid 
resulted above all in a reduction of the domestic price was 
made possible through the salvage of chemical product 
used in the process of fiber wool manufacture. The daily 
production of 135 tons in the Lenzing plant is close to caper 
city. The plant employs about 3,000. With a stock capita 
of 120 million schillings, the corporation probably will de 
clare a 6% dividend for 1956. 


PAPER GOODS SHOW EXPORT SUCCESS 
Total production of Austria’s paper goods industry re 
mained fairly stable during the first nine months of 1958. 


Packaging products are still going forward strongly. Here ; 


the simple paper and carton products which, if properly de 
signed can reach a wide market, have shown great mefit 
in spite of the competition of new materials. Exports tumed 
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out quite satisfactory; special success was achieved by 
paper linen and paper napkins. 


PAPER PRODUCTS UP IN 1958 
Austria’s paper products industry recorded a substantial 
export increase in 1958. General production remained steady. 
The demand for imprinted paper, cardboard and cardboard 
boxes doubled; an increased foreign interest for Austrian 
stationery, ledgers and cigarette paper was also noted. 


SWEDES TO CAN FOOD IN AUSTRIA 
A Swedish firm plans to put up a canning plant for 
fruits, vegetables and meats in Mattersburg, Burgenland. 
Part of the Mattersburg production is intended for the 
domestic Austrian market while the bulk will be shipped back 
to Sweden to help cover the firm’s export requirements. 


AS FOR FIGURES - 
WOMEN TOP STATISTICS, TOO 

During 1957 the ratio of men to women in Austria was 
100 to 115, according to the just published Statistical Year- 
book. Thus women again outnumber men in Austria. It is 
interesting to note that this ratio of 15% has been steady 
since 1953. 

At what age do people marry nowadays? In 1957, the 
Austrian male married at an average age of 27.5 years. But 
the Viennese waited until almost 30. The men of Burgenland 


F made the youngest husbands at the average age of 25%. The 


average age of the Austrian bride in 1957 was 24%. Again, 
the Viennese woman married relatively latest, at 26. The 
Burgenland girl took the plunge into matrimony about 3% 
years earlier on the average. 

Most Viennese couples preferred August for their 
wedding, with July second choice. The people of Lower 
Austria stuck to May. For Austria as a whole, June was the 
month for honeymoons. The fewest Vienna marriages took 
place in January. For Austria as a whole, December was the 
month of the least number of weddings. 

The number of out-of-wedlock births rose in Austria by 
about 100 during 1957 as compared with 1956; the total: 
15,785. The largest number of children born out of wedlock 
in Austria was recorded in 1946. The number that year was 
27,271; thus, in 1946, every fourth birth was out of wedlock. 
In 1957, 13.3% of births were by unwed mothers. 

Infant mortality in Austria during 1957 amounted to 4.4%. 
It is largest in boys (5%) and children born out-of- wedlock 
(6%). 

Lower Austria had the most multiple births: 279 in 1957 
including five sets of triplets. Upper Austria was second with 
259 births of twins and one set of triplets. 

During 1957, 8,177 couples were divorced in Austria. 
This is 300 less than in 1956. Vienna had 3,710 divorces. 
Styria was second with 1,177. The major cause for divorce 
was adultery. It accounted for 3,468 divorces in Vienna, and 
1,075 in Styria. Thirty percent of the divorced couples had 
been married between five and ten years. 29% between one 
and five years, surprisingly enough, 28% between 10 and 20 
years. 42% of all the divorced couples were childless. 


NO “‘CHANGE OF PACE" IN AUSTRIA 

A recent review of tobacco consumption in Europe shows 
that the Danes smoke the most cigars — 207 per capita per 
year. With good reason, the review pointed out that this 
large number could have been achieved only ‘‘through the 
active collaboration of Danish women.’’ Corresponding 
figures for other European nations are: The Netherlands 106; 
Switzerland 97, West Germany 90, Belgium 87, Spain 49. 
Austria manages no more than 11 cigars per capita and year. 


1958 SAW DECLINE IN VIENNA TRAFFIC DEATHS 

Street traffic in Vienna resulted in less fatalities last 
year than in 1957. The number of fatalities decreased from 
233 in 1957 to only 22 in 1958. On the other hand, the num- 
ber of traffic accidents increased by about 3,000 to about 
23,000. The rise is primarily due to growing motorization; 
in 1958, more than 16,000 new motor vehicles were licensed. 
On the whole, efforts by police to improve traffic discipline 
were crowned with success. 

Last year, too, the police undertook a number of im 
provements in traffic technique. Two-way radio patrol cars 
were put in wider use. Now at least 20 such patrols are 
keeping a check by day and night. 

But while traffic deaths decreased, felonies resulting 
in death rose from 17 to 19 during 1958. Three murders 
which took place in Vienna last year have not yet been 
solved. 

This year, police will try out ay improvement in com 
batting major crimes plans for a motorized homicide squad 
are almost completed. 

A particularly sensitive chapter with the Viennese is 
juvenile delinquency. JD, unfortunately, also has increased 
during the past year, especially felonies. Police were able 
to bring about a reduction in some of the minor juvenile 
crimes such as molesting pedestrians and damaging park 
installations. However, the Angry Young Men still give police 
many headaches. 

Vienna’s police force in 1958 consisted of 7,255 patrol- 
men, 109 commanding officers and 1,000 detectives. 


NEW METHOD OF 
DIAGNOSTIC THORACOSCOPY DISCOVERED 

The chief of the Department for Pulmonary Diseases at 
the Vienna-Lainz Hospital, Dr. Anton Sattler, has developed 
a new method of diagnosis of lung diseases along the lines 
laid down by the Swedish physician Jacobaeus who invented 
thoracoscopy. Sattler was the first to employ the thoraco- 
scopic method for purposes of diagnosis. He presented as a 
result of his research the verification by special processes 
of tubercular discharges occurring in an apparent state of 
perfect health. Sattler’s method permits not only the early 
diagnosis of secret lung diseases but also differentiation 
between discharges from inflammatory processes and dis- 
charges from malignant conditions. Thus it has become 
possible to arrive at an early diagnosis of lung cancer and of 
malignant pleuritic tumors which so far had been most diffi- 
cult to detect and locate. 
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HIDDEN PERSUADERS ON THE PROWL; AUSTRIAN 
TV EXPANDS TO ACCOMMODATE COMMERCIALS 

As of the first of the year, the Austrian TV program has 
been expanded by half an hour, and now begins at 7:30 P.M. 
instead of 8 P.M. The additional time is for commercials, an 
innovation in Austrian TV. Unfortunately, however, these 
commercials will not simply follow one another for the first 
half hour, although attempts will be made to sweeten the pill: 
as director Freund of the Austrian Broadcasting Corp. ex- 
plained, a number of new shows will be televised during this 
preliminary half hour. AmOéng such shows is a ‘‘motor maga- 
zine;’’ the largest number of shows for the special half hour 
will be adopted from existing telecasts, including ‘‘The 
Window Shoppers,’’ ‘‘The TV Cook,’’ a quiz program withthe 
odd name ‘21’’, as well as an Austrian version of Father 
Knows Best. 

For commercials, the TV management is offering a 
number of openings including the spot announcement, the 
short commercial, the sponsored show, etc. The spot an 
nouncement of 15, 30 or 45-second duration can be used 
only between 7:30 and 8 P.M. and may not be repeated more 
than five times during that period. The short commercial 
must be a neutral offering of about 2 minutes’ duration with 
no more than 30 seconds’ advertising. 


Sponsored shows which must be provided by the com- 
mercial sponsor are available for 5, 10 and 15-minute lengths 
with up to four-minute commercials. This type of show may 
be televised at various hours during the evening at certain 
arranged times. Another show is a program completely pro- 
vided by the TV station but underwritten by a sponsor whose 
product is mentioned visually and orally at the beginning and 
end of such a show. 


Sponsors Remain To Be Convinced 

From a commercial point of view, the TV management 
explained, TV advertising is considered as one of the best 
media in international use. But in Austria the interest is 
still limited while the cost of TV-commercials must be rela- 
tively high, the number of TV viewers is still very small as 
of last December 1, a total of 44,775 television receivers 
were licensed in Austria. It is estimated that Christmas 
sales of TV sets will have brought that number to some 
50,000 by the end of January. ‘‘Illicit’’ viewers — those who 
have not registered and do not pay the monthly license fee 
of about $2 — are variously estimated at between 2,000 and 
8,000. 

As for soccer televising, Mr. Freund said that an early 
agreement between TV management and the Soccer Federa- 
tion was expected. The soccer clubs fear that televised 
football will take fans away from the stadium and into the 
Cafes, where they can see games without paying for admis- 
sion. Thus, the Federation wants TV to make up its losses 
in paid attendance. Mr. Freund expressed the belief that an 
understanding may be reached to the effect that TV will pay 
for lost attendance according to average figures recorded 
during the past two seasons. To Austrians, needless to say, 
soccer is what baseball and football, rolled into one, would 
be to Americans. 
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VIENNA OPERA: ATTENDANCE AT 95% OF CAPACITY 

During the past season, the Vienna State Opera staged 
325 performances which were attended by 680,371 persons, 
The Opera employed 747 people, among them 54 male singers, 
43 female singers, 125 conductors and orchestra members, 
75 members of the ballet and 104 members of the chorus, 
Ninety-five percent of the seating capacity was sold. Of the 
57 works which were performed, Verdi led with seven operas, 
followed by Mozart, Wagner and Puccini with five each. 

The Theater in der Josefstadt, which is the largest 
privately owned house in Vienna with 785 seats, gave 491 
performances of 14 works during the past season. 86% of its 
seating capacity was sold; it playedto 332,710people, while 
the Burgtheater had an attendance of 507,990. 


47 MILLION VIENNESE JAMMED THE MOVIES 
(NOT ALL AT THE SAME TIME, THOUGH) 

During the past 20 years, only 21 new motion picture 
theaters were opened in Vienna. At present, 201 movie 
theaters are in operation. During 1957, they played to 
47,090,780 people. Of the 26 films produced in Ausiria last 
year, eight had their world premiere in Vienna, 17 were 
premiered in West Germany and one in another Austrian town, 
The Austrian nostalgia for the past, sometimes called a myth, 
was born out by the attendance figures: ‘‘Sissi,’’ a film on 
Empress Elisabeth, wife of Franz Joseph, was tops at the 
box office. In second place was a German-made film, The 
Story of The Trapp Family; and in third place another Aus- 
trian production, ‘‘Kaiserjaeger’’ (a famous regiment of the 
old imperial army). The U.S. was represented no higher than 
fifth place with ‘‘The Roots of Heaven.’’ ‘‘Felix Krull,” a 
filmed version of the novel by Thomas Mann, was in fourth 
place. 


VIENNA CHOIR BOYS WILL TOUR WORLD 
IN TWO GROUPS 

Two sections of the Vienna Boys Choir will start 
world tours next spring. One will give about 20 concerts in 
Japan between March 24 and May 6, and also participate in 
the Second International Festival in Osaka. This group has 
been invited to appear in a color film planned to promote 
friendship among the youth of the world. Later this group 
will appear in Australia and New Zealand for another round 
of recitals. A second group will first go to Britain and later 
to the Union of South Africa where a number of concerts will 
be given between March and September. 


NEW BALLET FOR VIENNA OPERA 

In spring, the Vienna State Opera will present the premr 
iere of Heimo Erbse’s ballet ‘‘Ruth.’’ Choreography will be 
by Yvonne Georgi of the Hannover, West Germany, Provincial 
Theater. The scenario of the two-act ballet is by Gale 
Hoffmann who based it on stories from the Old Testament. 
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A NEW AUSTRIAN MIRACLE PLAY 
FOR 1959 SALZBURG FESTIVAL 

The 1959 Salzburg Festival (July 26 to August 31) will 
be highlighted by the world premiere of a modem miracle 
play: ‘‘Donnerstag’’ (Thursday) by Fritz Hochwaelder. The 
premiere will take place July 29. Oscar Fritz Schuh will 
direct. Hochwaelder who is the author of the much praised 
‘‘Das Heilige Experiment’’ (The Strong are Lonely), wrote 
‘‘Donnerstag’”’ especially for the Salzburg Festival. 

Other works planned for the Festival include two plays 
hy Hugo von Hofmannthal;: ‘‘Everyman’’ and ‘‘Der Turm’’ 
(The Tower). Both will be staged in the Felsenreitschule. 
The Festival program also contains the first performance 
of Heimo Erbse’s opera ‘‘Julietta,’”’ and offerings of Gluck’s 
opera ‘‘Orpheus and Eurydice,’’ Haydn’s ‘‘Die Welt auf 
dem Mond’’ (The World on the Moon), Mozart’s ‘ ‘Magic Flute”’ 
and ‘‘Cosi fan tutte,’’ and Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Die schweige 
same Frau’’ (Silent Woman). 

Also planned are ten orchestral concerts, four solo re- 
citals by instrumentalists, four vocal recitals, six chamber 
music concerts, five Mozart matinees, eight serenades, four 
concerts of church music, and a performance of Mozart’s 
Mass in C minor by the Strasbourg Cathedral Choir. A spe 
cial Schiller matinee will be given on August 15, to mark 
the 200th anniversary of the dramatist’s death. 

The list of conductors engaged for the 1959 Festival 
includes Karl Roehm, BRemhard Conz, Herbert von Karajan, 
Joséph Keilberth’ Rafael Kubelik, Dimitri Mitropoulos, Karl 
Muenchinger, Bernhard Paumgartner, Georg Solti and George 
§zell. Dramatic directors include Emst Lothar, Georg Rein- 
hardt, Guenther Rennert and Oscar Fritz Schuh, 


DOCTORS KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH TAPE RECORDINGS 

Physicians who are overwhelmed with work or live in 
distant rural areas and have trouble keeping up with lectures, 
symposiums, medical congresses and specialized courses 
now can participate in all these activities — so essential 
for their profession — without ever leaving their homes. 

They need but subscribe to the ‘‘tape-recorded medical 
joumal’’ which as of January 1, 1959, will be produced by 
the Austrian Chamber of Physicians, 

The Joumal is a monthly and will contain material de- 
Signed exclusively to help doctors keep up to date on me 
dical developments and information. Many physicians already 
own tape recorders or, in anticipation of the Joumal, have 
recently purchased or ordered them, So far, 140 physicians 
have subscribed. Another 160 subscriptions are expected. 

The first issue of the journal will be an hour in dura 
tion and will treat themes from the medical practice accord 
ing to the latest developments in the science of medicine. 
It will contain, for instance, a paper on hormone therapy in 
cancer. 

The second part of the tape treats problems of general 
medical practice and discusses the results of the recent 
12th Austrian Medical Congress. Passing from medical science 


tohome economy, the taped joumal will also include pointers 
regarding tax questions. 


AUSTRIA’S ‘‘ATOMIC HISTORY” 
BEGAN SIXTY YEARS AGO 

Within the next few weeks, the first parts for Austria’s 
first atomic reactor will reach their destination. Thus Aus- 
tria will officially enter the modem atomic age, which for 
some of Austria’s neighbors started a few years ago. For 
the time being, Austria is a few steps behind the most ad- 
vanced countries, but it should not be overlooked that Aus- 
tria — next to France — can look back upon the oldest tra- 
dition in the field of nuclear physics and that this tradition 
has never been interrupted, even though the war and post- 
war periods prevented the progress which otherwise could 
have been attained. 

Literally speaking, Austria’s ‘‘atomic history” started 
exactly 60 years ago when in the fall of 1898 the Curies 
asked the Imperial Austro-Hungarian govemment to give 
them larger quantities of the residue of the Joachimsthal 
pitchblende. From this material Madame Curie isolated ra- 
dium in the same year. This event set off a chain reaction 
among Austrian scientists, who began intensive studies of 
the faculties of radium, out of which nuclear research was 
born. 

Austria may also celebrate another atomic event this. 
year, although the country is getting ready only now to enter 
the real atomic age: Fifty years ago, in 1908, the Viennese 
industrialist Dr, Karl Kupelwieser founded the Institute for 
Radium. Research at the Academy of Sciences. It. was. opened 
in 1910 as the first research institution of its kind. Pointing 
at the wealth of uranium-containingpitchblende which existed 
in the Danubian monarchy, Dr. Kupelwieser wrote in his 
proclamation when founding the institute: ‘‘To the limits of my 
capability I wanted to try to prevent that my fatherland face 
the humiliation that a task given it, so to speak, as a pri- 
vilege of nature be tom from it by others.” 

As it happened, members of the institute, which since 
its inception set the pace in Austrian nuclear research and 
still is the leading Austrian nuclear research organization, 
made numerous discoveries of basic importance, Two of its 
members were awarded the Nobel Prize: Viktor Hess for the 
discovery of certain rays, and Georg von Hevesy who jointly 
with Friedric Paneth first suggested the use of the radio- 
active isotope as a tracer, a method without which modem 
science and technique are unthinkable. (Hevesy was also 
awarded the 1958 Atomic Prize.) 


The political upheavals of the ‘‘Thirties and the war 
tore large holes into the scientific staff. Work came to a 
standstill. Valuable apparatus was stored at widely scattered 
points and had to be brought back, piece by piece, amidst 
the near-chaos of the immediate post-war period. 

But the scientists were not early discouraged. After a 
tremendous initial effort on the part of the remaining staff, 
enough new members were recruited to fill out the table of 
organization. And as for apparatus and other materials ne- 
cessary, the staff followed the motto: If we cannot purchase 
it, we'll make it ourselves. 

Thus, @ neutron accelerator was constructed in seven 
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years’ work. Since 1951, it has been used for nuclear re- 
search. Of course, the machine’s exterior does not look as 
finished as that of an industrially milt accelerator (a simple 
wooden scaffold with poured paraffin cubes as protection 
against radiation surrounds it), but it does the work assigned 
to it. It will not be discarded even after the new reactor 
goes into operation. 

Also hand-made is a just completed measuring device — 
a type of Geiger counter — hy means of which the age of pre- 
historic finds can be ascertained by their content of radio- 
active carbon. And in collaboration with the First Physics 
Institute of Vienna University, the scientists quietly built 
a highly complicated scintillation spectrometer which per- 
mits analysis of mixed rays. It took three scientists and 
several students two and one half years to constmct the 
apparatus which contains about 400 tubes. But it is custor- 
made and corresponds to the exact wishes of the scientists 
who work with it. This can be said but rarely of factory- 
muilt machines. In addition, the material cost for the instr- 
ment came to only half of what it would have been fora 
‘‘ready-made”’ machine of similar size. 

Self-construction offered the best opportunity to teach 
future scientists — and that, next to research itself, is among 
the most important tasks of the Radium Institute. 

During the time of enforced research limitation, the 
Institute tumed toward other tasks such as conducting in 
troductory courses in the field of radio activity, and hand- 


ling isotopes for Austrian science. The Institute organized 
a system for the centralized acquisition of isotopes for al] 
purposes. Today, these important radioactive substances are 
primarily and almost exclusively obtained from England, tut 
with the opening of the first research reactor it is well pos- 
sible that such isotopes which disintegrate speedily and 
thus can be transported only with great difficulty or not a 
all will be made in Austria in the future. 

With the constniction of the new reactor, new vistas wil] 
open to Austrian nuclear scientists. In spite of severely 





limited means, Austria’s scientists will not be hopelessly ° 


outpaced. This is assured not only by Austria’s long record 
of atomic research but also hy the fact that there are prob 
lems which can be tackled with smaller apparatus, and whose 
solution may contribute materially to scientific advance. 
KAUFMAN EXHIBIT 

An exhibition of paintings by Enit Kaufman wili open at 
the Bodley Gallery, 223 East 60th Street, New York, on 
January 19. The Austrian-born artist has previously exhibited 
in many parts of the U.S. On the occasion of her show at the 
National Museum in Washington, the New York Times called 
the exhibition ‘‘a unique artistic enterprise.’’ Miss Kaufman 
has painted portraits of four U.S. presidents: Hoover, Roose 
velt, Truman and Eisenhower. 
SPECIAL MOTOR SHOW AT 1959 VIENNA SPRING FAIR 

A special showing of automobile and motorcycle acces- 
sories will be held during the Vienna Spring Fair from March 
8 to 15, 1959. 
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